
Bible: Analytical Expository Essay 

Assignment Description: 

You will write a 4-page, thesis driven paper written in the 3rd person. This is a position paper, which 
means your thesis should reflect your opinion.  

Essay Requirements: 
• Contains a clear thesis supported by TWO main arguments 
• Has 4-paragraphs (minimum): intro, 2 body paragraphs, conclusion 
• Uses 3 specific and detailed examples for each body paragraph to support the 

paragraph’s main idea 
• Does not use 1st (I, me, my, us, our, ours) or 2nd (you, your, yours) person 
• Uses 3rd person (“It is clear that…” or “It seems evident that…” or “One could argue 

that…” etc.) 
• Contains a works cited sheet (bibliography)  

o Note: This is an additional page and does not count toward the number of 
pages required. 

• Correctly uses and incorporates in-text citations 
 

Grading Criteria: 
• Formatted according to MLA standards: (10 total points) 

o Typed in a readable font, such as Times New Roman, size 10-12. (2 points) 
o Double-spaced paragraphs. (2 points) 
o One-inch indentions on all four sides. (2 points) 
o Name block information is correct (2 point) 
o Includes a title (centered) (2 point)  

• At least four (4) FULL pages in length. (8 points) 
• TWO sources must be used and cited for clear support. (4 points each source) 
• TWO examples from the Bible must be used for clear support. (4 points each example) 
• The remaining 16 points will be awarded based upon the clarity of the position taken. 
• Correct Spelling and Grammar. (1 point deduction each error) 

Each paper is worth a maximum of 50 points. The paper will be graded on meeting the 
requirements mentioned above, and on the clarity of the position taken. 

 
This is a position paper that requires you to be persuasive as to why the reader should share your 
position. How the paper is supported by using the Bible and outside sources will also be used in 
determining the paper’s grade. 

 
Allow THREE weeks to complete this assignment. Spend a little time each homework day to work on 
this paper. If you wait until the last minute to work on this project, you may suffer unneeded stress. If 
you start now, and do not procrastinate, you will find this assignment to be as easy as it really is. 

 
 
 

*See reverse side for a sample outline of the paper 



Biblical Survey Paper – Sample Outline 
 
Paragraph I (Introduction) 

• What is the general topic of this essay? (Remember, you want to start your intro broad and get 
more narrow/focused as you go on.) 

• What general information does the reader need to know about this topic? (What is the topic 
being discussed? What information is needed to give the reader enough background to 
understand the topic?) 

• When AND where was this issue something that people cared about? (Consider what was 
going on at the time and how that led to the topic of this paper. What is the brief history of 
this topic?) 

• Who was impacted by this issue? 
• Why do we (the readers) care about your topic? Why does it matter? 
• What will this essay explain and/or argue? (What is your specific thesis? Your thesis should 

contain the topics of your 2 body paragraphs.) 
• Do you support or oppose your topic? Why? (Include 2 specific reasons in your thesis 

statement.) 
 

Paragraph II and III (First Body and Second Body Paragraphs) 
• What is the topic of this paragraph? (What specific point will this paragraph illustrate with 

three examples?) Sum up the topic/purpose of the paragraph in 1 sentence: 
• What are the three examples that illustrate the specific topic? (FIRST list the example and 

SECOND be sure to explain what each example shows. This second part is your ANALYSIS.) 
• [Briefly list the example and then summarize what each example shows. How does the 

example support the point made in your topic sentence?] 
o 1. 
o 2. 
o 3. 

• What statement wraps up this topic? (What conclusion can be drawn from the examples 
from the examples in this paragraph?) 

• What phrase serves as a transition into the next paragraph? (How does the topic of this 
paragraph connect to the topic of the following paragraph?) (TRY TO COMBINE THESE TWO 
THINGS INTO ONE SENTENCE.) 

 
Paragraph IV (Conclusion) 

• What phrase serves as a transition from the body of the paper? 
• What more can now be said about the ideas expressed in the thesis statement? (Restate, in 

new terms, the thesis statement. Then add further reflections.) 
• What thought-provoking statement concludes the essay? 
• So what? Why is the topic of this essay important to study/learn about/remember? (How can 

you broaden the scope of your discussion?) 
• How does the topic of the essay relate to later events/issues? (How is this topic still relevant 

today? Is it an issue that has come up again? How so? OR Consider what lessons we 
have/should learn from this experience.) 
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